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T he Socorro Independent 
School District is 
conducting School Safety 

Summits for students, parents, and 
community members in all of  the 
district’s high school feeder areas.

The SISD Police Services 
Emergency Management and 
Guidance and Counseling 
departments are sharing the 
district’s safety procedures and 
emergency operations plan with 
SISD stakeholders at each high 
school. 

Participants are learning 
valuable information on how to 
help Keep SISD Safe, Emergency 
Operations Plan, Standard 

Response Protocol (SRP), mental 
health safety protocols, and other 
safety activities. In addition, safety 
protocols for lockout, evacuation, 
lockdown, shelter and hold will be 
discussed.

“In today’s climate, we all have 
to be the eyes and ears of  the 
district,” said Superintendent 
José Espinoza, Ed.D. at the 
Eastlake area School Safety 
Summit. “Students, parents, the 
community… everyone needs to 
be involved. It takes a team effort 
to make sure our students are 
safe.” Ann and Karl Cokenour 
were happy they attended the 
Eastlake summit. Their daughter 

Kayce, 7, attends Dr. Sue Shook 
Elementary School. 

“They were able to answer all 
our questions about what protocols 
are in place,” Ann Cokenour said. 
“It was good to see all the different 
branches of  law enforcement here. 

We now know the procedures, 
what to look for and what to do if  
anything were to happen. It makes 
me feel better that the school 
district is so proactive.”

Check www.sisd.net for dates of  
next school safety summits.

T he planning and design for the Socorro 
Independent School District’s Bond 2017 
projects are under way with input from 

community members and district leaders. 
As part of  its commitment to “Promises Made, 

Promises Kept” in Bond 2017, SISD will organize 
community meetings this fall to gather feedback from 
students, parents, faculty and staff  on the necessary 
improvements at Montwood, El Dorado and Americas 
high schools. 

Planning for 16 elementary multipurpose rooms 
also has started. Team SISD administrators met 
with archiPeli architects to review the proposed 
multipurpose room plans and select a design that will 
meet the needs of  students and staff  at their schools. 

“The multipurpose rooms will serve as small gyms 
that give the schools an area for students and staff  to 
use for physical education, staff  development, and 
other activities,” said Tom Eyeington, SISD chief  
operations officer. “Currently, the 16 campuses use 
a single cafeteria space as a lunch room, auditorium 
and physical education space.”

The multipurpose rooms will have state-of-the-art 
features such as overhead doors, exterior canopies, 
and translucent panels ideal for natural lighting. With 
4,360 square feet of  flexible space, the new facilities 
will have room for an office and a storage room. 
Construction of  the multipurpose rooms will begin in 
spring 2019. 

The elementary schools that will get a new 
multipurpose room are: Benito Martinez, Campestre, 
Elfida P. Chavez, Escontrias, H.D. Hilley, Helen 
Ball, Horizon Heights, Hueco, Loma Verde, Lujan-
Chavez, Myrtle Cooper, O’Shea Keleher, Robert R. 
Rojas, Sgt. Roberto Ituarte, Sierra Vista and Vista del 
Sol. 

Bond 2017 projects are addressing improvements 
necessary to existing facilities and the continuing 
growth in Team SISD. Other Bond 2017 projects 
include the reconstruction of  Socorro High School, 
construction of  two elementary schools and one 
middle school, support services and athletic facility 
improvements. Learn more at www.sisd.net/
bond2017. 

Planning, design work moving forward for Bond 2017 
multipurpose rooms, high school improvements

T he Socorro Independent 
School District was 
awarded a $1.4 million 21st 

Century Community Learning 
Centers grant from the Texas 
Education Agency.

The grant is being used to 
provide free afterschool programs 
through the Texas Afterschool 
Centers on Education (ACE) 
program at Campestre, H.D. 
Hilley, Hueco, Escontrias and Rojas 
elementary schools; Escontrias 
Early Childhood Center; Desert 
Wind and Ernesto Serna K-8 
schools; and Salvador H. Sanchez 
and Socorro middle schools. 

The grant allows Team SISD to 
enhance its afterschool and summer 
academic enrichment by providing 
students an additional safe learning 
opportunity while school is not in 

session.
“We are grateful to have been 

awarded the funds, which will 
enable us to continue our efforts 
to ensure every student succeeds,” 
said Superintendent José Espinoza, 
Ed.D. “The additional studying 
time and support will have a 
positive impact on our students, 
helping them to become effective 
communicators, providing them 
experiences to collaborate with their 
peers on projects and developing 
their creative and critical thinking 
skills.”

Texas ACE, a federally funded 
program, will provide students 
in grades K-12 additional 
opportunities to access programs 
and activities that reinforce the 
regular academic program. It will 
help students strengthen their 

reading and math skills. 
Team SISD is one of  51 entities 

in the state to earn the grant and 
the only school district in the region 
to be eligible for four years of  grant 
funding. 

Through the Texas ACE 

program, SISD will offer 15 
additional hours weekly of  literacy, 
science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math courses during 
the school year. In the summer, 
additional services will be offered 
four hours daily, for six weeks.

SISD educators walk 
neighborhoods to 
encourage former 
students to return
S ocorro Independent School 

District’s 2018 Walk for 
Success, a campaign to 

encourage students who have left 
school to return to the classroom, 
continues to have positive results 
with more students finding 
themselves back on track toward 
finishing school and graduation.

The endeavor, now in its fifth 
year, has seen more than 40 
students graduate and 200 re-
enrolled in school. 

On Sept. 8, hundreds of  SISD 
administrators, principals, assistant 
principals, counselors and staff  
walked neighborhoods in the district 
to talk to students, their parents 
or legal guardians about how the 
students can re-enroll at school. 
They also shared educational 
options that support the students 
educational career goals. 

“It means a lot to a student that 
someone would care enough to show 
up at their door and encourage them 
to return to school,” José Espinoza, 
Ed.D. said. “Walk for Success is a 
way for us to let them know that our 
doors are always open and we will 
provide the support and tools they 
need to graduate from high school.”

A precursor for Walk for Success 
was on Aug. 25 when SISD principals, 
assistant principals and counselors 
participated in a phone call-out event 
to personally call students, and/or 
their parents, who are not enrolled in 
school to invite them back. 

Americas High School political 
science teacher and Libertas 
Academy coordinator Eduardo 

Hinojos was named the Region 19 
Secondary Teacher of  the Year at an 
awards ceremony Aug. 14 at the El Paso 
Convention Center.

Hinojos, who was selected SISD’s 
Secondary Teacher of  the Year in May 
2018, represented Americas, Team SISD 
and the region at the state level at the Texas 
Teacher of  the Year ceremony Sept. 14 in Austin.

“I am so honored,” Hinojos said. “The collaboration of  all the 
teachers and principals who have helped me along the way is how I 
got here. I am a proud product of  SISD. For me, it’s the only way. I’ve 
always been told that if  I love my job and I love my students, then I am 
in the right place. I am in the right place.”

Hinojos has been with the Libertas Academy since its inception five 
years ago. He began his 11-year career at Socorro High School and has 
spent most of  his teaching career at Americas.

SISD earns TEA grant to provide free afterschool programs 

SISD educator named Region 19 
Teacher of the Year

GET SOCIAL WITH SOCORRO ISD!

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/SocorroISD
INSTAGRAM: @SocorroISD
TWITTER: @SocorroISD, @SISD_Espanol
SUPERINTENDENT’S TWITTER: @JEspinoza_SISD
SUPERINTENDENT’S WEB PAGE: www.sisd.net/superintendent
YOUTUBE: youtube.com/SocorroISD
SMUGMUG: sisdphotogallery.smugmug.com
E-NEWSLETTER: www.sisd.net/enews
WEBSITE: www.sisd.net #TeamSISD

Community invited to SISD school 
safety summits in feeder areas
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